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OUR SERVICE...

“HELPING PEOPLE HELP THE LAND”

O



EQIP

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
INCENTIVES PROGRAM

O



EQIP

Voluntary program

“Fix it” program; helps landowners to solve
existing resource concerns

Payment based on flat rate per unit



WHO CAN APPLY

Eligible applicants include individuals, legal
entities, Indian Tribes, or joint operations
engaged in agricultural production. Organic
producers who grow agricultural commodities
on eligible land and have natural resource

concerns.

O



WHO CAN APPLY (CONT...)

Eligible producers interested in entering into a
financial assistance agreement with NRCS for
EQIP assistance may file an application at any
time. Applicants must :

Control or own eligible land

Comply with adjusted gross income limitation (AGI)
provisions

Be in compliance with the highly erodible land and
wetland conservation requirements

Develop an NRCS EQIP plan of operations

(Additional restrictions and program requirements may apply. )‘O'



HOW TO APPLY

Applications accepted on CONTINUOUS BASIS
Each state may establish deadlines for
application periods

Producers must submit a complete program
application and other documentation to
support eligibility to be considered for financial
assistance through EQIP.

O



EQIP

PRACTICE HIGHLIGHTS

O



EQIP — Seasonal High Tunnel Initiative




Goal: to assist producers to extend the growing season for

high value crops in an environmentally safe manner
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EQIP — Seasonal High Tunnel Initiative

* The Initiative may assist producers in
addressing a resource concern by:
— improving plant quality
— improving soil quality
— reducing nutrient and pesticide transportation

— improving air quality through reduced
transportation inputs

— reducing energy use by providing consumers with
a local source of fresh produce
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| 0 eGP Conservation Practices for Seasonal High Tunnel Initiative

Practice

Conservation Practice Lifespan | Unit Pg[:ti[:e Payment Payment Limits
(years)! ode Cap
Core Practices
Seasonal High Tunnel System for Crops 4 aq ft
Supporting Practices
Critical Area Planting 10 Ac. 342
Diversion 10 Ft. 362
Grassed Waterway 10 Ac. 412
Imigation System, Microimgation 15 Ac. 441
Imigation Water Management 1 Ac. 444 One-time payment
Mulching 1 Ac. 484
(HF?nﬂr;kaTurgﬁtf:LSIt:JnrJ;LursEcenan'D only) 1 No 28
Subsurface Drain 20 Ft. 606




Coliservation Practices for Seasonal High Tunnel Initiative

2010

Practice .
Conservation Practice Lifespan | Unit Fgl::;:e Faglz: nt Payment Limits

(years)?

Core Practices

Seasonal High Tunnel System for Crops 4 Sq ft 798

Supporting Practices

Critical Area Planting 10 Ac. 342

Diversion 10 Ft. 362

Grassed Waterway 10 Ac. 412

Irrigation System, Microirrigation 15 Ac. 441

Irrigation Water Management 1 Ac. 449 One-time payment

Mulching 1 Ac. 484

(RR?S;I{R#p;iﬁtlgurgﬁfcenariﬂ only) 19 No. 298

Subsurface Drain 20 Ft. 606
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payment cap of $8,500
Illinois NRCS offers:

¢3.85/sq ft rraditional producers

$4.62/sq ft HU producers

‘ 2,208 sq ft traditional producers
1,839 sq ft HU producers

**See HU Fact Sheet for more info**

HU = “Historically underserved” Participants



EQIP — Seasonal High Tunnel

Must be at least 6 feet in height
Heating?
Ventilation?

May be required to provide annual monitoring
data to NRCS for 3 years '

**Not always required,
but | highly

recommend it!

Photo courtesy of www.tn.nrcs.usda.gov




Provide Annual Monitoring Data...

Actual cost of SHT system (1% year only)

2 years of crop history data from before SHT was
installed (15t year report):

— Growing season dates

— Crop yield

— Nutrient (fertilizer) application rates
— Pesticide application rates

List of annual maintenance requirements and costs
Number of days growing season was extended using SHT
Crop yield

Nutrient application rates (type, amount, timing)

Pesticide application rates (type, amount, timing) 0
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EQIP - Pollinator Practices

Field Border

A strip of permanent vegetation established
at the edge or around the perimeter of a

field... for pollinator habitat. \\\\

Organic Pollinator Habitat \_\\\ \

...on organically managed land...




EQIP - Pollinator Practices » 4> °;
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Conservation Cover (anything here e
can bump up to pollinator mix)
Pollinator Habitat

o Establishment of permanent vegetation...

established on any land needing permanent
vegetative cover... as habitat for pollinators.

Organic Pollinator Habitat
o ...on organically managed land... |




Technical Assistance & Tools

Pollinator “mixes”

We select native species seeding mixes that
consist of at least 3 species blooming at a time

during early, mid, and late flowerlng seasons to
benefit various pollinators




A B C D E F
Calculations To Determine if a Seed Mix Meets 327-Conservation Cover Standard

Seed 327 Requirements Seeds/ft’

Mix

Erosion  Wildlife
Totals
‘Total Grasses 0.0 20 10-20
Total Forbs & Legumes 0.0 : 5
Total Legumes 0.0 2‘ 1
Total Grasses, Forbs/Legumes 0.0 30-40
Total Cost per Acre $0.00

Mative Plant Species

Input
Amount

Grasses: in Mix SeedsPer  Total Cost
| Common Name Scientific Name Seeds/lb. (PLS Ibfac) Sqg.Ft. Cost($) $/PLSLb.
'Big bluestem Andropogon gerardi 130000 0.0 $0.00

Blue grama Bouteloua gracilis 710000 0.0 $0.00

Bull sedge Carex lanuginosa 6486000 00 $0.00

‘Canada wildrye (cool season) Elymus canadensis 115000 00 $0.00

'Dark green bulrush Scirpus atrovirens 7360000 0.0 $0.00

Eastern gamagrass Tripsacum dactyloides 7500 0.0 $0.00

Fox sedge Carex vulpinoidea 1297000 0.0 $0.00
'Hard-stemmed bulrush Schoenoplectus acutus 206400 0.0 $0.00

'Hop sedge Carex lupulina 528000 00 $0.00
Indiangrass Sorghastrum nutans 170000 0.0 $0.00

‘June grass (cool season) Koeleria cristata 1465000 0.0 $0.00

Little Bluestem Schizachyrium scoparium 225000 0.0 $0.00
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High Value Pollinator Plants

; - ; Native IL Prairie Flowers
This fact sheet contains information
about higm}' valued pfolli.nator plants Common Name Scientific Name Light Needs Bloom
to consider when designing your Purple Hyssop Agastache scrophulariifolia SH mid
landscapes and gardens. The plants Butterflyweed Asclepias tuberosa SH mid
include native flowers, shrubs, trees, White Wild Indigo Baptisia leucantha F5 mid
grasses and herbs. An effective Cream Wild Indigo Baptisia leucophaea SH aarly
pollinator planting has at least three Wild Senna Cassia hebecarpa SH mid

i ’ g R Turtlehead Chelone glabra F5 late
species blooming at one time, i.e. : s : ;
3-early, 3-mid and 3-late, during the White Prairie Clover Dalea Candidum SH mid

; : ; Purple Prairie Clover Dalea purpureum 5H early-mid
growing season. This would include Showy Tick Trefoil Desmodium canacdense 5H mid-late
flowers, shrubs and trees. Bunch Pale Purple Coneflower Echinacea pallida FS mid
grasses are listed since they provide Rattlesnake Master Eryngium yuccifolium FS mid-late
nesting habitat for bumble bees. Common Boneset Eupatorium perfoliatum SH late
Bottle gentian Gentiana andrewsii Fs mid

Wild Geranium Geranium maculatum SH very early
Showy Sunflower* Helianthus laetiflorus Fs late

Tall Sunflower* Helianthus giganteus F5 late
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June 2012

Cover crops can have beneficial effects for pollinators. The chart below list the Insectary and Pollinator

Cover Crop & Pollinators

Friendly Cover Crops for llinois. The full description can be found in the Biclogy Technical Mote 23 in the [llinois
MRCS Field Office Tech Guide.

Insectary and Pollinator Friendly Cover Crops for lllinois

(Insectary plantings attract beneficial insects for biological control of crop pests when planted adjocent to crop fields)

|___Bloom Perjod |

earky

|___Flower Color |
blus

| *Height Mature [feet] |
15

| light Meeds |

sun

earky

yellow

sun

mid to late

white

sun

moderate

| earlytomid |
mid

| blue or white

lowr

purple

sun

moderate

Sweet clover

mid to late

sun

moderate

Phacelia

early

purple

sun to shade

moderate

Daki i
Alsike clover

| early 1o mid

white

early to mid

sun

Crimson clover

early

red

sun to part shade

White clover

sun to part shade

Purplevetch |
Fava bean

| early 1o mid

purple

sun to part shade

early to mid

sun

Hairy wetch

early

blue

sun to part shade

Biology Technical Note 23 provides information on how to plan for, protect, and create habitat for

pollinators in agricultural settings. Pollinators are an integral part of our environment and our agricultural
systemns; they are important in 35% of global crop production. Animal pollinators include bees, butterflies,
moths, wasps, flies, beetles, ants, bats and hummingbirds. This technical note focuses on native bees,

the most important pollinators in temperate North America, but also addresses the habitat needs of

butterflies and, to a lesser degree, other beneficial insects.

To find the NRCS Field Office Technical Guide, go to www.il.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/ and select eFOTG on
the right column.




Natural
Resources
Conservation
Service

Illinois Biology Technical Note No. 23

POLLINATOR BIOLOGY
AND HABITAT

September 2008

Introduction

This technical note provides information on how
to plan for, protect, and create habitat for
pollinators in agricultural settings. Pollinators are
an integral part of our environment and our
agricultural systems; they are important in 35% of
global crop production. Animal pollinators include
bees, butterflies, moths, wasps, flies, beetles,
ants, bats and hummingbirds. This technical note
focuses on native bees, the most important
pollinators in temperate North America, but also
addresses the habitat needs of butterflies and, to
a lesser degree, other beneficial insects.

Worldwide, there are an estimated 20,000
species of bees, with approximately 4,000
species native to the United States. The non-
native European honey bee (Apis mellifera) is the
most important crop pollinator in the United
States. However, the number of honey bee
colonies is in decline because of disease and

Bumbibe on gnlenmd

pollinators, native plant habitat will attract
beneficial insects that predate on crop pests and
lessen the need for pesticides on your farm.




EQIP - Cover Crops

Must address a resource concern

mplement a management practice on
and where the management practice
nas not been previously implemented by
the applicant

Payment can be earned up to 3 years




EQIP - Cover Crops

Chemical or Mechanical Kill Species
Winter Kill Species

2 Species or More Mix

3 Species or More Mix

Organic Cover Crops




Illinois O NRCS“
_Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) __ SZINT Ve

General EQIP December 11,2013
Screening & Ranking Criteria

Screening Worksheet
A Screening Worksheet must be completed for each eligible EQIP application.

Instructions:

This screening worksheet must be completed for each eligible EQIP applicant applying forthe General
EQIP funding pool. Usingthe list of priority conservation practices, assign a prionty status to the application
and document the statusin ProTracts. The prionty status will determine if the application will be ranked.

Applicant Information:

Applicant Name: County:
Application No: Field Office:
Evaluator Name: Date:

Priority Conservation Practices in the Application:

O Conservation Cover (327)
O Cover Crop (340)
O Field Border (386)
O Filter Strip (393)
O Grade Stabilization Structure (410)
O Grassed Waterway (412)
O Mutrient Management (590)
O Residue and Tillage Management - Mo-Till/Strip-Till (329)
O Terraces (600)
O Water and Sediment Control Basin (638)
Priority Determination for ProTracts — Select One:
High
High Priority Category: Priority
The applicationincludes atleast3 priority conservation practices. Status in
FroTracts
Medium
Medium Priority Category: Medium Priority Applications will not be ranked (**See note below). Priority
The applicationincludes 2 priority conservation practices. Status in
FroTracts
Low
Low Priority Category: Low Priority Applications will not be ranked. Priority
All other applications. Status in
FroTracts

*MNote: Medium priorty applications must only be ranked when announced by the State Office.



EQIP - Organic Initiative (Ol)

Must complete “Self-Certification
Worksheet” (first page of ranking
criteria)
Producers self-certify, by selecting 1 of 3
scenarios

Certified Organic

Exempt from Certification

Transitioning to Organic




EQIP - Certified Organic

Will provide NRCS with copy of current
USDA NOP (National Organic Plan)
organic certificate or proof of good
standing from USDA accredited
certifying agent

Required to maintain organic
certification for life of contract

If certification is not maintained, contract
may be subject to termination




EQIP - Exempt from Certification

(Organic Producers selling less than $5,000 organic products annually)

Will develop and implement an OSP that
meets standards established in the NOP
Act for the life of contract

Will provide required documentation as

specified in CPM-440

Agrees to notify NRCS should
exemption from certification status
change during life of contract




EQIP - Transitioning to Organic

Will develop and implement an organic

system plan to standards established in
the NOP Act

If requirement is not met during period
while transitioning to organic production,
contract may be subject to termination




EQIP -

Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan
Confined Livestock Operation

Grazing Land Operation

Wildlife

Drainage Water Management

-orest Management Plan

Forest Management Implementation

O



APPLICATION CUT-OFF DATES FOR
EQIP IN ILLINOIS ARE:

Application Cutoff Funding Cutoff

1%t Batching Period November 21, 2014 January 9, 2015

2" Batching Period January 16, 2015 March 6, 2015




For those who may already have made good conservation
decisions and are looking to do something more...

CSP

CONSERVATION STEWARDSHIP
PROGRAM

O



CSP

Voluntary conservation program that
encourages producers to address resource
concerns in a comprehensive manner by
undertaking additional conservation activities
on their operation; and improving, maintaining,
and managing existing conservation activities.

Participants will receive an annual land use
payment for operation-level environmental

oenefits they produce.



TRANSLATION:

CSP rewards producers for being good stewards
of the land with an annual payment, which is
based on how the land is operated (i.e., crop
rotation, conservation practices, tillage type,
pest management, etc.).

O



TRANSLATION (CONTINUED)...

Additional payment is received by improving the
current management system by implementing
additional conservation practices (i.e., using
drift reduce nozzles, tissue testing crops,

adding cover crops, using Variable Rate
Technology, etc.).



CSP - Cover Crops

Already implementing Cover Crops?

Points awarded go towards your “score,”
which will determine your rate per acre

Would like to try Cover Crops?

You may select Cover Crop Enhancement(s)
to Implement




CSP - Cover Crops

Several enhancements available
through CSP include:
SQLO02 - Continuous cover crops
SQLO04 - Use of cover crop mixes

SQLOS - Use of deep rooted crops to
breakup soil compaction

WQL10 - Plant a cover crop that will
scavenge residual nitrogen
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CSP - Pollinator Practices

Plant Enhancement Activity — PLT15 — Establish pollinator and/or beneficial
insect habitat

Enhancement Description

Seed nectar and pollen producing plants in non-cropped
arcas such as field borders, vegetative barriers, contour
buffer strips. waterways, shelterbelts, windbreaks,
conservation cover, and riparian forest and herbaceous

buffers.

Land Use Applicability

Cropland, Pastureland, Rangeland, Forestland

Benefits

Increased habitat for pollinators will improve fruit set,

size and quality, productivity per acre, biodiversity,

beneficial insect populations, and the food base for many
wildlife species. The increased plant diversity of pollinator habitat will enhance wildlife habitat
and may increase populations of other beneficial insects, reducing the need for pesticides.

Conditions Where Enhancement Applies
This enhancement applies to all crop, pasture, range or forest land use acres.

Habaitat areas must be at least 0.5 acres for each 40 acres of the selected land use. Where the
selected land use is less than 40 acres, the required amount of habitat will be reduced according
to the ratio of 0.5 acres to 40 acres. Where the selected land use 1s greater than 40 acres. the 0.5
acre habitat areas must be interspersed in the larger land use area. For example. for an 80 acre
parcel, the required 1 acre of habitat should not be located in one corner of the 80 acre field.




APPLICATION CUT-OFF DATE FOR
CSP IN ILLINOIS:

+TO BE ANNOUNCED &






ASSISTANCE FROM OTHER AGENCIES

CRP - FSA
Conservation Reserve Program

CPP - SWCD
Conservation Practices Program

Local Watershed Projects - Ask your SWCD!

O



CPP

Cover Crops ot i N
60% cost share for seed and planting costs
Maximum payment of $40 per acre

Maximum payment of $1600 per producer (40
acres at $66.66 per acre), per year, for 3 years

3 year eligibility for payments as long as funding is

available
O



CPP

Pasture or Hayland Planting

Take land out of production and put into hay or
alfalfa

SWCD will pay 1 time amount
60-70 cost share

Not to exceed $180/ac

Keep practice in place for 10 years



Administered by the FSA

NRCS provides technical
assistance

Installation cost assistance
Rental Rate, based on soll type
Cannot be harvested or grazed




CRP - CP42 (Pollinator Habitat)

Continuous Sign-up
At least 2 acre \
Block plantings preferred over strips

If planted in strips, strips = >20° wide

Mol
Aceeplable Acceptable Acceptable

\

0.3acres | BUT |0.25 acres
cach

1

7 ac. oller 7 ac. offer 7 ac. offer




CRP - CP42 (Pollinator Habitat)

At least 75% of the vegetative mix must
be pollinator-friendly flowers, which
means grasses cannot exceed 25%

Pays 50% of establishment cost
Pays yearly rental rate per acre
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Illinois Success Story

Search
- N Cover Crops, Cover Crops and more Cover Crops
Enter Keywords 2}
By: Ciji Taylor and Jody Christiansen, NRCS Public Affairs Specialist
Date: November 2010
Features
» CONSERVATION Radishes, oats, and annual rye grass have one thing in common - producers use them as cover crops to improve their most valuable asset: soil.

Qur Purpose.

sl s But do you know anyone using them? Livingston County, Illinois sees many producers giving cover crops a try. And they like what they see. With

assistance from the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and the Livingston Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD), cover crops
are sprouting up all over the county.

» Feature Stories
» Scoop on Soil!
+ Scholarships

» Success Stories Cover Crops Can Help

Cover crops provide multiple benefits such as:

* reducing erosion from wind and water

* increasing soil organic matter content,

* improving air and water movement through the soil,

* reducing soil compaction,

» capturing and recycling nutrients in the soil profile,

* managing soil moisture to promote biological nitrogen fixation, and
» reducing energy use.

» Find a Service Center

» Central Region

Annual Ryegrass roots can reach depths of 40 inches
and address compaction issues.

By reducing nutrient loss from agricultural runoff, the County can improve water quality. These benefits go even further when you consider the
County’s streams feed into the Illinois and Mississippi River Basins, which affect millions of people, communities and water sources.

Real farms. Real benefits.

Producers in this area realize the impact their farm has on their communities and beyond. That is why they
experiment with new practices and find new ways to make their farm more sustainable and build healthier soil
and water. "Producers are beginning to see value in cover crops,” said Eric McTaggart, NRCS District
Conservationist. "Once they determine what specific issues or needs their operation faces—what they want the
cover crop to do--then we help them select the ideal cover crop species or mix that addresses those needs.”
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Soils Soil Health
Soil Health Unlock the Secrets in the Soil So
Soil is a living and life-giving substance, without which we would perish. U n)o C k th e

l ' ' | ' ' As world population and food production demands rise, keeping our soil healthy and s E c RE T S
l ' l SOl I h ea l th productive is of paramount importance. So much so that we believe improving the ]
e G i i
TH EATER health of our Nation’s soil is one of the most important endeavors of our time. E A
=
By focusing more attention on soil health and by educating our customers and the s

public about the positive impact healthy soils can have on productivity and conservation, we can help our Nation’s
Soil Health Theater farmers and ranchers feed the world more profitably and sustainably — now and for generations to come.

The resources on this soil health section of our site are designed to help visitors understand the basics and benefits
of soil health — and to learn about Soil Health Management Systems from farmers who are using those systems.

So whether you’re a farmer, a researcher, a conservationist or an interested citizen, the information on this site
will help you “Unlock the Secrets in the Soil.”

‘dig a little
REL ol¥ Unlock Your Farm's Potential

Click (below) to download and print vour 11x17 soil health poster. Para Espanol, aqui.

Dig A Little, Learn A Lot

2 OGS




onservation Compliance and the
2014 Farm Bill - Something New
for Specialty Crop Growers




Agricultural Act of 2014

Re-linked federally subsidized Crop Insurance with
Conservation Compliance.




onservation Compliance

Conservation compliance prohibits or restricts
certain activities that involve an “agricultural
commodity”




Agricultural Commodity

An agricultural commodity is any crop
planted and produced by annually tilling the
soll.

Examples would include tomatoes,
potatoes, onions, carrots, corn, soybeans,
cotton, wheat, rice, barley, canola.

A conservation compliance crop list has
been provided at |
www.nrcs.usda.gov/compliance




Not Agricultural Commodities

Citrus crops

Orchard crops

Sugar Bush (maple syrup)
Vineyards

Blueberries

Pastureland




Certification of Compliance

The AD-1026 is the form for producers to certify
compliance

To be eligible for the crop insurance premium subsidy
for the next reinsurance year (beginning July 1, 2015),
producers must have an AD-1026 on file certifying their
HELC/WC compliance by

June 1, 2015




Additional Time for Producers
new to Conservation Compliance

For eligibility for premium subsidy only:

Producers who have never been subject
to conservation compliance before have:

2 reinsurance years to initiate a
mitigation plan following a final
Converted Wetland determination.

S reinsurance years to develop and
iImplement a conservation plan for HEL
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To learn more, please visit

Or contact your local NRCS Office!




The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers. If you
believe you experienced discrimination when obtaining services from USDA, patrticipating in a
USDA program, or participating in a program that receives financial assistance from USDA, you
may file a complaint with USDA. Information about how to file a discrimination complaint is
available from the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights. USDA prohibits
discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age,
disability, and where applicable, sex (including gender identity and expression), marital status,
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information,
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’'s income is derived from any public assistance
program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)

To file a complaint of discrimination, complete, sign, and mail a program discrimination complaint
form, available at any USDA office location or online at , Or write to:

USDA -- Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW.
Washington, DC 20250-9410

Or call toll free at (866) 632-9992 (voice) to obtain additional information, the appropriate office or
to request documents. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have speech disabilities may
contact USDA through the Federal Relay service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in
Spanish). USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication-of program
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).




