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OUR SERVICE…

“HELPING PEOPLE HELP THE LAND”



ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
INCENTIVES PROGRAM



EQIP

 Voluntary program

 “Fix it” program; helps landowners to solve 
existing resource concerns

 Payment based on flat rate per unit



WHO CAN APPLY

 Eligible applicants include individuals, legal 
entities, Indian Tribes, or joint operations 
engaged in agricultural production. Organic 
producers who grow agricultural commodities 
on eligible land and have natural resource 
concerns.



WHO CAN APPLY (CONT…)

Eligible producers interested in entering into a 
financial assistance agreement with NRCS for 
EQIP assistance may file an application at any 
time. Applicants must :
 Control or own eligible land
 Comply with adjusted gross income limitation (AGI)  

provisions
 Be in compliance with the highly erodible land and 

wetland conservation requirements
 Develop an NRCS EQIP plan of operations

(Additional restrictions and program requirements may apply.)



HOW TO APPLY

 Applications accepted on CONTINUOUS BASIS
 Each state may establish deadlines for 

application periods
 Producers must submit a complete program 

application and other documentation to 
support eligibility to be considered for financial 
assistance through EQIP.



PRACTICE HIGHLIGHTS



EQIP – Seasonal High Tunnel Initiative



Goal: to assist producers to extend the growing season for 
high value crops in an environmentally safe manner

Eight-species cover crop cocktail mix in a high tunnel. Lake County, Montana.



EQIP – Seasonal High Tunnel Initiative

• The Initiative may assist producers in 
addressing a resource concern by:
– improving plant quality 
– improving soil quality 
– reducing nutrient and pesticide transportation 
– improving air quality through reduced 
transportation inputs 

– reducing energy use by providing consumers with 
a local source of fresh produce 







A Few Quick Rules…

• All supporting practices needed to prevent 
ponding and runoff issues in and around the 
structure must also be included in the 
contract



A Few Quick Rules…

• Maximum extent for EQIP funding on the 
Seasonal High Tunnel System for Crops is 
2,178 square feet (5% of an acre) per 
agriculture operation.  

• May be a single or multiple structures for a 
maximum of 2,178 square feet

• May be achieved through 
multiple contracts



EQIP – Seasonal High Tunnel
• Must be at least 6 feet in height
• Heating? 
• Ventilation?
• May be required to provide annual monitoring 
data to NRCS for 3 years

• **Not always required, 
but I highly 
recommend it!

Photo courtesy of www.tn.nrcs.usda.gov



Provide Annual Monitoring Data…
• Actual cost of SHT system (1st year only)
• 2 years of crop history data from before SHT was 
installed (1st year report):
– Growing season dates
– Crop yield
– Nutrient (fertilizer) application rates
– Pesticide application rates

• List of annual maintenance requirements and costs
• Number of days growing season was extended using SHT
• Crop yield 
• Nutrient application rates (type, amount, timing)
• Pesticide application rates (type, amount, timing)





EQIP – Pollinator Practices

 Field Border
 A strip of permanent vegetation established 

at the edge or around the perimeter of a 
field… for pollinator habitat.

 Organic Pollinator Habitat
 …on organically managed land…



EQIP – Pollinator Practices

 Conservation Cover (anything here we 
can bump up to pollinator mix)
 Pollinator Habitat

○ Establishment of permanent vegetation… 
established on any land needing permanent 
vegetative cover… as habitat for pollinators.

 Organic Pollinator Habitat
○ …on organically managed land…



Technical Assistance & Tools

 Pollinator “mixes”
 We select native species seeding mixes that 

consist of at least 3 species blooming at a time 
during early, mid, and late flowering seasons to 
benefit various pollinators











EQIP – Cover Crops

 Must address a resource concern
 Implement a management practice on 

land where the management practice 
has not been previously implemented by 
the applicant

 Payment can be earned up to 3 years



EQIP – Cover Crops

 Chemical or Mechanical Kill Species
 Winter Kill Species
 2 Species or More Mix
 3 Species or More Mix
 Organic Cover Crops





EQIP – Organic Initiative (OI)

 Must complete “Self-Certification 
Worksheet” (first page of ranking 
criteria)

 Producers self-certify, by selecting 1 of 3 
scenarios
 Certified Organic
 Exempt from Certification
 Transitioning to Organic



EQIP – Certified Organic

 Will provide NRCS with copy of current 
USDA NOP (National Organic Plan) 
organic certificate or proof of good 
standing from USDA accredited 
certifying agent

 Required to maintain organic 
certification for life of contract

 If certification is not maintained, contract 
may be subject to termination



EQIP – Exempt from Certification
(Organic Producers selling less than $5,000 organic products annually)

 Will develop and implement an OSP that 
meets standards established in the NOP 
Act for the life of contract

 Will provide required documentation as 
specified in CPM-440

 Agrees to notify NRCS should 
exemption from certification status 
change during life of contract



EQIP – Transitioning to Organic

 Will develop and implement an organic 
system plan to standards established in 
the NOP Act

 If requirement is not met during period 
while transitioning to organic production, 
contract may be subject to termination



EQIP – ADDITIONAL FUNDING CATAGORIES

 Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan
 Confined Livestock Operation
 Grazing Land Operation
 Wildlife
 Drainage Water Management
 Forest Management Plan
 Forest Management Implementation



APPLICATION CUT-OFF DATES FOR 
EQIP IN ILLINOIS ARE:



CONSERVATION STEWARDSHIP 
PROGRAM

For those who may already have made good conservation 
decisions and are looking to do something more…



CSP

 Voluntary conservation program that 
encourages producers to address resource 
concerns in a comprehensive manner by 
undertaking additional conservation activities 
on their operation; and improving, maintaining, 
and managing existing conservation activities. 

 Participants will receive an annual land use 
payment for operation-level environmental 
benefits they produce.



TRANSLATION:

 CSP rewards producers for being good stewards 
of the land with an annual payment, which is 
based on how the land is operated (i.e., crop 
rotation, conservation practices, tillage type, 
pest management, etc.).



TRANSLATION (CONTINUED)…

 Additional payment is received by improving the 
current management system by implementing 
additional conservation practices (i.e., using 
drift reduce nozzles, tissue testing crops, 
adding cover crops, using Variable Rate 
Technology, etc.).



CSP – Cover Crops

 Already implementing Cover Crops?
 Points awarded go towards your “score,” 

which will determine your rate per acre

 Would like to try Cover Crops?
 You may select Cover Crop Enhancement(s) 

to Implement



CSP – Cover Crops

 Several enhancements available 
through CSP include:
 SQL02 - Continuous cover crops
 SQL04 - Use of cover crop mixes
 SQL05 - Use of deep rooted crops to 

breakup soil compaction
 WQL10 - Plant a cover crop that will 

scavenge residual nitrogen











CSP – Pollinator Practices



APPLICATION CUT-OFF DATE FOR 
CSP IN ILLINOIS:

TO BE ANNOUNCED 





ASSISTANCE FROM OTHER AGENCIES

 CRP – FSA
 Conservation Reserve Program

 CPP – SWCD
 Conservation Practices Program

 Local Watershed Projects – Ask your SWCD!



CPP

 Cover Crops
 60% cost share for seed and planting costs
Maximum payment of $40 per acre
Maximum payment of $1600 per producer (40 

acres at $66.66 per acre), per year, for 3 years
 3 year eligibility for payments as long as funding is 

available



CPP

 Pasture or Hayland Planting
 Take land out of production and put into hay or 

alfalfa
 SWCD will pay 1 time amount
 60-70 cost share
Not to exceed $180/ac
Keep practice in place for 10 years



CRP (Pending Farm Bill!!)

 Administered by the FSA
 NRCS provides technical 

assistance
 Installation cost assistance
 Rental Rate, based on soil type
 Cannot be harvested or grazed



CRP - CP42 (Pollinator Habitat)

 Continuous Sign-up
 At least ½ acre
 Block plantings preferred over strips

 If planted in strips, strips = >20’ wide



CRP - CP42 (Pollinator Habitat)

 At least 75% of the vegetative mix must 
be pollinator-friendly flowers, which 
means grasses cannot exceed 25%

 Pays 50% of establishment cost
 Pays yearly rental rate per acre



www.il.usda.nrcs.gov



www.nrcs.usda.gov



Conservation Compliance and the
2014 Farm Bill – Something New 

for Specialty Crop Growers

57



Agricultural Act of 2014

Re-linked federally subsidized Crop Insurance with 
Conservation Compliance.
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Conservation Compliance

 Conservation compliance prohibits or restricts 
certain activities that involve an “agricultural 
commodity” 
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Agricultural Commodity

60

 An agricultural commodity is any crop 
planted and produced by annually tilling the 
soil.

 Examples would include tomatoes, 
potatoes, onions, carrots, corn, soybeans, 
cotton, wheat, rice, barley, canola.

 A conservation compliance crop list has 
been provided at 
www.nrcs.usda.gov/compliance



Not Agricultural Commodities

 Citrus crops
 Orchard crops
 Sugar Bush (maple syrup)
 Vineyards
 Blueberries
 Pastureland
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Certification of Compliance

 The AD-1026 is the form for producers to certify 
compliance

 To be eligible for the crop insurance premium subsidy 
for the next reinsurance year (beginning July 1, 2015), 
producers must have an AD-1026 on file certifying their 
HELC/WC compliance by

June 1, 2015
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Additional Time for Producers 
new to Conservation Compliance
For eligibility for premium subsidy only:
 Producers who have never been subject 

to conservation compliance before have: 
 2 reinsurance years to initiate a 

mitigation plan following a final 
Converted Wetland determination. 

 5 reinsurance years to develop and 
implement a conservation plan for HEL

63



QUESTIONS?

To learn more, please visit

www.il.usda.nrcs.gov

www.nrcs.usda.gov

Or contact your local NRCS Office!



The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers. If you 
believe you experienced discrimination when obtaining services from USDA, participating in a 
USDA program, or participating in a program that receives financial assistance from USDA, you 
may file a complaint with USDA. Information about how to file a discrimination complaint is 
available from the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights. USDA prohibits 
discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex (including gender identity and expression), marital status, 
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance 
program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 

To file a complaint of discrimination, complete, sign, and mail a program discrimination complaint 
form, available at any USDA office location or online at www.ascr.usda.gov, or write to: 

USDA -- Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW.
Washington, DC 20250-9410 

Or call toll free at (866) 632-9992 (voice) to obtain additional information, the appropriate office or 
to request documents. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have speech disabilities may 
contact USDA through the Federal Relay service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in 
Spanish). USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).


