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Why grow vegetables?

A Greater income potential than grain crop production
I Also has greater labor demands than grain crops
i Lower equipment costs (no $250,000 combines)
A Provide a good alternative or addition to row crops
I Viable operation on small acreage
I Add additional family member(s) to an existing farm enterprise
I Diversify an existing row crop operation
A Recently the demand for local food has greatly increased
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I In some areas demand is greater than the ability to supply
A Can be a partime operation
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¢ Successful operations have:

4 A Quality as the number 1 goal

I Effective crop and pest management, timely harvests,
and good post harvest handling
I Market high quality produce (rest to neighbors or food banks)

A Know your market(s)

I Types and guantities of produce at appropriate times an
price
A Regional preferences (e sfraightneckvs. crookneck squash)
A Ethnic makeup and preferences
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/ Getting Started

A Start small and expand as you increase yout
knowledge and experience!
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\ I Try to get better before getting bigger

A If possible, start with crops you have some
experience with growing. Gain comfort with

commercial production systems and markets
before expansion.
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A Land

I How much depends upon desired goal; ¥2 acre to 10 acres is
common range
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and tractorpowered implements
A The capacity to do hand labor!!!

A At least some capitat amounts vary by crops and scale
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production are relatively low

A A basic understanding of the markets available to you
and the current and potential demand for crops you
decide to grow
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/ To begm a small farm enterprise, you
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A Experience growing vegetables or fruits as a
V&  profit-making business

A Knowledge of the growing practices for most
specific vegetables and fruits

A Most of the specific equipment may be
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layer, high tunnel, etc.

A An established market
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/ Recordkeeping

A Keep track of all income, expenses, sales ta:

. labor, etc.

A Take good notes on field production
Information

I Planting dates, varieties, environmental
conditions, pesticides used/effectiveness

I Makes a good reference for future years

A Pricing must be based to allow return on all
Investments
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- Business Planning

A Insurance

I Liability, crop insurance
A Labor considerations

iaAyYAYdzy ¢l 3ST g2NJSNJ al ¥S
A Taxes and Accounting

I Sales tax, income tax, Schedule F, deductions, record
keeping

A Food safety

A Farm safety plans, GAPs, traceability
A Zoning

A Establishing a corporation or LLC

I
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Marketing

A Direct Market

'|' Farmers market

i CSA(Community Supported
Agriculture) |

I Retail on farm

A Wholesale

I Produce auctions

T Terminal

Local stores/restaurants ‘ L
HospltaI/nursmg homes Remember that your marketing plans
Schools determine the crops

A Cooperative W/ OtherS your planting_ decisions on what your

customers will buy and when they will

A Combination of above |buyit
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display withclean high-quality produce
. A Quality leads to loyal customers

A Clearly mark prices

A Provide as wide variety of produce as practical

A Be friendly, clean, and courteous when at display
A Overhead shelter helps

A Provide samples??

A Provide recipes and preparation tips

Be aware of and follow riegul ations ¢
insurance, health department rules, certification for
scales, measurements for containers (small and

large versus quart, ¥z -peck, and peck), sales tax!! ]
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Conventional vs. Organic

A Usuallya decision based on
personal opinions

A Organic crops usually command
higherprices but have lower yields 3' 15

\J A Producing crops organically usuall¥

IS moreexpensive and labor
Intensive.
A Certification is required if annual

sales exceed $5,000 and you
identify your produce a®rganic
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http://eorganic.info/
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What is eOrganic?
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Projects at eOrganic

Resources

eOrganic is the organic agriculture community of practice with eXtension. Our mission is ~ Carrot Improvement for Organic
to foster a research and outreach community, engage farmers and ag professionals
through trainings and publications, and support research and outreach projects.

Agriculture
NOVIC Website

Organic Reduced Tillage in the Pacific
Northwest

=9

Articles Webinars

More Information

Ask-an-

@ . Expert

Videos Questions?

eOrganic Updates

Tools for Transition

Log in

Username or e-mail: *

Password: *

eOrganic Leader Position Announcement
Partnering with eOrganic in a Proposal
Annual Report 2012

Evaluation by eOrganic

Current Publication List

Take a Tour

Subscribe to our newsletter!

Email: *

Subscribe

Read past issues on eXtension.org

Log in

e Create new account
e Request new password

. You
=

Sponsors

http://illinoisorganicgrowers.org/

Lo/l ABOUT  HELP WANTED HOW WE WORK  MEMBER DIRECTORY  JOINIOGA  CONTACTS  CALENDAR  EDUCATION
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http://eorganic.info/
http://illinoisorganicgrowers.org/

/ Equipment

~ AEquipment needs vary with the size of the

. operation. A small operation might require
hand tools and a tiller while a large operatior
would have multiple tractors, tillage
Implements transplanter planter, sprayer,
plastic mulch layer, etc.

A Greenhouses and high tunnels

\
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/ Basic Field Equipment

~ AHand tools (hoes, A Packing/washing
¥&  shovelsetc) equipment

A Tiller (Walkbehind, A Cultivator
or tractor mounted) A Sprayer

|

\ A Tractor A Fertilizer Spreader
A Planter R 299
A Plastic mulch layer A Engineer your own
A Transplanter equipment!!!
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