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Do I need to test my soil? 
ÅYES 

ÅThe basis for proper nutrient management 
(and optimal yields) it to conduct soil tests. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ 
about! Soil testing is sound 
science and should be 
carried out by a qualified 
laboratory 

 
    ACME SOIL TESTING KIT 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Å Easy to use! 
Å Just add dirt and water! 
Å Highly accurate! 

 
 



Find a certified lab near you 

ÅIllinois Soil Testing Association 

ïhttp:// www.soiltesting.org/labcertification.html 

 

http://www.soiltesting.org/labcertification.html
http://www.soiltesting.org/labcertification.html


A point to consider: Not all labs offer the same tests. 

http://www.soiltesting.org/5certifiedlabs.html 



http://urbanext.illinois.edu/soiltest/  
 

Not all labs cater to the small grower or provide interpretations 

http://urbanext.illinois.edu/soiltest/
http://urbanext.illinois.edu/soiltest/


https://extension.cropsci.illinois.edu/handbook/pdfs/chapter08.pdf 

A point to consider: Not all tests are 100% accurate. 
 

Lab accreditation helps! ς Use a certified lab! 
 

https://extension.cropsci.illinois.edu/handbook/pdfs/chapter08.pdf


How to take samples with a soil probe, an auger, and a soil spade 

How do I take a soil sample? 

https://extension.cropsci.illinois.edu/handbook/pdfs/chapter08.pdf 

https://extension.cropsci.illinois.edu/handbook/pdfs/chapter08.pdf


How to collect soil samples from a 40-acre field. Each sample (diagram a) should 
consist of five soil cores, 1 inch in diameter, collected to a 7-inch depth from 
within a 10-foot radius around each point. Higher frequency sampling (diagram 
b) is suggested for those who can use computerized spreading techniques on 
fields suspected of having large variations in test values over short distances. 

Taking a field representative sample 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/surveylist/soils/survey/state/?stateId=IL 

https://extension.cropsci.illinois.edu/handbook/pdfs/chapter08.pdf 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/surveylist/soils/survey/state/?stateId=IL
https://extension.cropsci.illinois.edu/handbook/pdfs/chapter08.pdf


Nutrient availability is controlled by soil pH 
https://extension.cropsci.illinois.edu/handbook/pdfs/chapter08.pdf 

https://extension.cropsci.illinois.edu/handbook/pdfs/chapter08.pdf


How pH measurements are made 
ÅThis is the first test you should do 
Å Remember soil pH controls availability 

ïReactive dyes 
ÅFairly low-tech, simple 

ïpH paper 

ÅCheap, simple 

ïpH meter 
ÅDƻƻŘ ƳŜǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŎƘŜŀǇ 

Å1:1 paste is made,  

        measured after short time 



What is optimal? 

ÅA pH of 6-
6.5 is 
generally 
considered 
ideal 

 

https://extension.cropsci.illinois.edu/handbook/pdfs/chapter08.pdf 

https://extension.cropsci.illinois.edu/handbook/pdfs/chapter08.pdf


What if my 
pH is too 
high? 

https://extension.cropsci.illinois.edu/handb
ook/pdfs/chapter08.pdf 
 
 

https://extension.cropsci.illinois.edu/handbook/pdfs/chapter08.pdf
https://extension.cropsci.illinois.edu/handbook/pdfs/chapter08.pdf


Some things to remember 
ÅGranular sulfur is the cheapest and most 

readily available acidifying agent (there are 
many) 
ïBut being granular takes longer to carry out the 

desired soil acidification 

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ н ƭōǎΦ ǎǳƭŦǳǊκмлл Ŧǘ2 
per application at one time. 

ÅWait at least 3 months to make another 
application 

ÅRETEST! 

 



What do I do is my soil is too acidic? 



Not all lime is created equal 

  8 mesh = 0.093 inch diameter 
60 mesh = 0.0098 inch diameter 



Last thought on pH adjustment 
ÅIf you send your sample to a reputable lab, they 

will often generate a report and tell you how 
much, and what, to use as an amendment. 


