
GROWING A NEW GENERATION  
OF ILLINOIS FRUIT AND VEGETABLE FARMERS 

 

KEEPING GOOD FARM RECORDS 
FOR BETTER FARM DECISIONS 

Andy Larson  

Local Foods & Small Farms Educator 

 March 2015 



Objectives 

ÅAs they start their farms, beginning fruit and 
vegetable growers will: 

ïUnderstand the reasons to keep good records 

ïBe aware of the types of records need to be kept 

ïUtilize available tools to assist in their record-
keeping systems 

ïUse the records they have kept to perform farm 
financial analysis and make sound decisions 



Why Keep Farm Records? 

 



Why Keep Farm Records? 

ÅTo determine farm profitability (or lack of) 

ÅTo determine breakeven prices, showing 
which crops were winners and losers 

ÅTo determine which market channels are 
providing acceptable returns 

ÅTo pay appropriate taxes 

ÅTo provide some peace of mind 



What Records Do I Keep? 

 



What Records Do I Keep? 

ÅGreenhouse production 

ïActivities, labor hours, inputs, and supplies by 
crop 

ÅField production 

ïActivities, labor hours, equipment,  and inputs by 
crop 

ÅHarvest & pack 

ïLabor hours, equipment, yield, handling, 
supplies, and storage by crop 



What Records Do I Keep? 

ÅActivity codes at 
Student Sustainable 
Farm on campus 

Credit: Zack Grant, Illinois Extension 



What Records Do I Keep? 

ÅAdministration/management 

ïLabor hours, office expenses 

ÅMarketing/distribution 

ïLabor hours for loading, driving, setup, selling, 
breakdown, and backhaul 

ïMileage/depreciation for vehicle and marketing 
equipment 

ïLoad list, sales, and price 

 

 



What Records Do I Keep? 

ÅAnything else? 

ïALL income and expenses related to farm 

 



Record-Keeping Tools 
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Record-Keeping Tools 

 



Record-Keeping Tools 

 



Credit: John Hendrickson, CIAS at UW-Madison 

Stone Circle Farm Work Log 
* Required 

Who are you?* 

 ἦJohn ἦMaria ἦEmmett     ἦEli 

Date (if different than today) 

 

Crop* 

    Not crop specific 
 

Activity*  

  ἦGrowing  ἦHarvest/Pack ἦGreenhouse 

  ἦOffice/Admin ἦRepair/Maintenance/Construction 

  ἦOther 

Time* 

 

Not Crop Specific 

Basil 

Beets 

Carrots 

Cucumbers 

Garlic 

Kohlrabi 

Melons 

Onions 

Peas 

Peppers 

 



Stone Circle Farm Work Log 
* Required 

Who are you?* 

 ἦJohn ἦMaria ἦEmmett     ἦEli 

Date (if different than today) 

 

Crop* 

    Not crop specific 
 

Activity*  

  ἦGrowing  ἦHarvest/Pack ἦGreenhouse 

  ἦOffice/Admin ἦRepair/Maintenance/Construction 

  ἦOther 

Time* 

 

This is an example of how  

you can use Google Doc  

Forms for farm labor tracking. 

For more on this, see: 

http://youtu.be/6AXO9vnoJns 

 

Credit: John Hendrickson, CIAS at UW-Madison 

http://youtu.be/6AXO9vnoJns


Record-Keeping Tools 

 



Record-Keeping Tools 

 


